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October 28, 2001 


Greetings: 


Congratulations to The North Jersey Unit Club of The National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc. as you host your 46th Founders’ Day 
Brunch at the Newark Marriott Airport Hotel in New Jersey. 


ltis a pleasure to recognize your loyalty, dedication and many contributions to the community 
as well as to our Association. I commend you for your continuous interest in providing public 
recognition and visibility to the many young, talented and gifted students as well as honoring 
your civic, business and community leaders 


Special congratulations to The North Jersey Unit Club President, Officers, and Planning 
Committee for orchestrating what I am confident will be a most rewarding Founded Day 


Brunch. 


Sisterly, 


Cleopatra Vaughns 
‘National President 
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October 28, 2001 
Yvonne Harris Jones 
Governor 
Joanne E. Braxton 
Vice Governor. Dear President Ada Banks and North Jersey Unit Members 
Esse ic The officers and members of the Northeast District of The National 
Association of Negro Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc 
join me in congratulating vou on the North Jersey Unit's Forty-Sixth 
Ida W. Epps Annual Founders’ Day Brunch. 
Financial Secretary 


Our Association’s mission, to promote the interests of African-American 
business and professional women and improve the quality of life in our 
communities, is as important today as it was when our organization 

was founded in 1935. The North Jersey Unit's work and involvement in 
addressing the needs of residents of Northem New Jersey continues the 
Diane E. Toppin legacy of our founders and provides a model for others to follow. 

Youth Leader 


Shirley A. Booker 
Treasurer 


We also congratulate today’s honorees on their accomplishments, and 
hope they will continue their efforts in the areas of professional 


Shawna N. Lee 
Youth Secretary excellence and serving others. 
Fae Sisterly, 
Corresponding Secretary - 

c 

7 7 lanne) 
Dorothea Lee 
Parliamentarian Yvonne Harris Jones 

Northeast District Governor 

Betty C. Dixon 
Chaplain 


“Leadership By Example” 
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Greetings From The President 
Ada Banks 


Welcome to our Forty-sixth Annual Founder’ Day Brunch. Itis my 
pleasure to extend greetings, and a sincere welcome on behalf of the members of 
the North jersey Unit, National Association of. rere Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, rp as we 


We salute all of our outstanding community leaders for their 


ac and them for imp ig the quality of life in our 
communities. 


We thank each one of you for your continued support. 


A special Thank You to the Forty-sixth Annual Founders’ Day Brunch 
Committee, and BPW Club Sisters, for your untiring efforts to make this day a 
success. 


To all of our awardees, CONGRATULATIONS, and continued success in 
all of your future endeavors. 


Yours truly, 
Ada Banks, President 
The North Jersey Unit of the National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional women's Clubs, Incorporated 
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October 16, 2001 
Dear Friends, 


It is a pleasure to send my best wishes to the Negro Business and 
Professional Women’s Organization as you gather for the 2001 Founders’ Day 
Brunch. 


The theme of this year’s event, Reaffirming Our Commitment of Vision for 
the New Millennium, reflects your continued leadership in enhancing professional 
opportunities for African American women as you build on the remarkable 
success your organization has achieved over the years. 


Let me congratulate this year’s honorees for the outstanding work that you 
are doing in the ity. Through your is you are serving as 
excellent role models for the next generation of young achievers. 


Please let me know whenever there is any way that I might be of assistance 
to your organization as you continue to carry out your important mission. 


Sincerely, 
ma Poet 


Donald M. Payne 
Member of Congress 


Sojourner Truth Award 
Mary Palmer Smith 


the community. New Jersey. 


University — Livingston College with a major in sociology, and an MA 
South. 


Onaga New Jersey. 
four children. 
family 
development. 
development. 
A Paul Harris Fellow, 
7 The 
by Pope John Paul I, 2 
to a lay person. fricam. 
"Faces of Hope" In 1996 Mrs. 
In addition, 
Fellow-Award from the Rotary Club of Newark, 
Schools. 


Pride Award, 1989. 


Man Of The Year 


Calvin D. West 


Calvin D. West, is a native of the 
City of Newark, was educated in 
the Newark Public School System 
Bloomfield college and Cooper 
gems College. After Serving in 
everal key administrative positions 
— the City, State, and Federal 
Governments in 1966, Calvin 
distinguished himself by being 
elected the first of the Black race 
to serve the governing body of the 
City of Newark as a Councilman- 
At-Large. During his tenure in 
office, Councilman West served 
with great distinction, exhibited 
veracity, and stood in the forefront 
on issues and polices that responded 
10 the vital need of the residents of 
the City of Newark. 
In 1986, Mayor Sharp James appointed Calvin as his Personal aide. “West who has 
served thirteen years in my office, has demonstrated tireless dedication to his duties 
and performs them with sensitivity and professionalism,” said the Mayor. “He is my 
legislative liaison in Trenton and also oversees the Newark Housing Authority, City 
Council, Police Department, United Community Corporation, Mayor’s Affirmative 
action Commission and the Mayor’s Youth Commission. Calvin is also my former 
Vice President of the 100 Black Men of New Jersey.” 


On March 20, 1984 the Newark Municipal Council issued a resolution to Calvin D. 
West, commending him as a shining example of the pioneer spirit essential to the 
enhancement of the Black political process and growth of Urban communities. 


Calvin is married to Audrey West. they reside in Newark, New Jersey. 


Professional Woman of the Year 
Wanda Payne 


— ü in childr a very young. h 
——— Payne, — — 
This interest persisted throughout the years and when it came time to enter college, Ms. Payne selected early 
childhood and primary education as her major. In 1983 she received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Kean 
University in Union, New Jersey in this area. 

‘Since that time Ms. Payne has taught in a variety of early childhood settings. for the past sixteen years 
Ms. Payne has been a kindergarten teacher at Camden Street Elementary School for the Newark Public Schools. 


advisor for Camden Street School's PTA. di ‘hard work in this. 
appreciation a Involvement" from the PTA of the Newark Public Schools. Ms. Payne is a 
member of NJEA, the National Association Literary Association and the 


Educators, Né 
“Just Us” Book Club. In her role as Assistant Coordinator of the Fresh Air Fund for eighteen years, she helps 
afford needy childr 
In addition to her educational affiliations, Ms. fs. Payne has participated on a variety of political 
She CCC Ward District Leader. As 
advisor the Model United Natione 


Programs, Ms 
young people. Hor membership ia the National Black Congress of Women 


oleng monberibi hb NAACP necs er devotion o her ethnic background. | 


span Ms. Payne enjoys bowling 
ined ated haga suada i ä pd oppor he 
E d qualities. In addition, Fabulous Favors is her way of channeling her E and further 
tise, However, she finds juality time with her son 


Shakir and hs sister Shenna. 

r and orgeslcadons, Ms. Payne has 
exhibited her fervent desire to improve the plight of 
members of the North Jersey Unit NANBPWC, Inc. present the 2001 Professional Woman anced Wanda 
Payne for her untiring commitment and dedication to community service. 


Business Woman of the Year 


Christine “Roz” Samuels 


Christine “Roz” Union Solidarity. impressive. 
‘She's standing up and being counted. She says it like itis. Roz is a product of the Newark Public Schools, born 
and raised in Newark's 


them wrong. Pac hich chee! ap Paton . n ERE Ad Cat oy ide Te M bo ut 
would be a success. Roz attended Drake Business School, NY Broadcasting School, Emily Miles Belle Meade 
Modeling School, and Ophelia DeVore Modeling School. After modeling for a few years, Roz moved up to the 

m Commentator. She became well known for her voice and her fashion know-how throughout. 

rk Jersey. Mistress of Ceremonies, RD E Fashion 
Teachers 


ker. She was Vice 
Union for fifteen years. TEC MORS rere ie ̃ —— — 
Union in 1995, 
Rot pers her energy toward the constant tregpe for “kaman rights, workers’ right, and job quality 


Wherever she has worked she has made herself available to NTU ui Newark, . 
rds 8 f 


and the community. The NI Union Counci, AFL-CIO- 1998, The United Negro College Fund Award from the 
NJ Labor Advisory Board, District 199J - Hospital Workers, Nation Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc., Teachers/ 
E eei and a Certificate of Appreciation from South 17th Street School Career Day 

been bestowed upon her in recognition of her 
dedication and 


3 
In addition to her job Roz is active in. 
President of NJ State Federation of Teachers, NJ AFT-CIO, Essex-West Hudson Labor Council, A. Philip 
per Institute, The Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, Newark NAACP The NJ Women's Affirmative 
owe The American Federation of ` TM ed Professionals, Montclair Democratic Committee. 


), Member of C. ld Payne's Committee, National Association 
ee Business 2; Professional Women, The. . Coalition of New Jersey, Newark PTA, Alumni 
Newark Jr. L Democratic Nation Ce epi ig NJ at the Democratic 


Convention in Los Angles, California, and many others. 
Unionism 5 a part. 2 ** household, Mr. Srp Samuels, who is now retired, is a 
former principal oi egol union). Roz is the 
‘mother of Gerald J. who is a Vice Principal at Ee High 8 Clifton, and the recipient of the 1995 
Honored Teacher of Excellence Award by the governor of New Jersey, and Alicia Gail a Tax Examiner for the 
Collection & Bankruptcy Department at the Internal Revenue Service in Springfield, New Jersey. Roz is also the 
proud grand-mother of two adorale grandchildren, Christina and Malcom. 
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VISIONARY COMMUNITY LEADERS OF THE 21ST CENTURY 


LAWRENCE HAMM demonstrated song leadership qualities t an early age P. He was appointed to the 
Newark Board of . 
United States. Wl eng acon Uer CE 

es After ‘graduation, he to Newark and became active in the local, gubernatorial and 
of the 24^ District Assembly. 


As an entrepreneur, Mr. Hamm founded and directed the People's Energy Cooperation, a four hundred- 


; Chairman, Progress; 
and Chairman of he New Jersey Milion Man March Coalition. e ter 


projects 
T 


‘There is no doubt why Lawrence Hamm has been lauded many times for his accomplishments and for his 
‘commitment to enhancing the quality of life of others. 


CAREY J, HINES, a successful entrepreneur, is the President and Chief Consultant of Dimensional 
Software systems, Inc that he founded in 1982. He i the Executive Diretor af MulsPhase Technology 

technology He has nearly en 

i software designs. 

Mr. Hines many community Jude President of De 100 Black Men 
srumental i of 
men. Comparer ir Totes bc err orci irc 
‘Committee of 10,000 Mentors Rites of Passage Program organized the first annual! Golf Classic for the 


Hope Chest Scholarhip Fund; devoted member of Calvary Baptist Couch in Motion where be chairs 
P 


Parsippany, 
sponsor, and he coaches basketball in the Police Athletic League. 


Me. Hines pfu ofthe Cage of the University of Chicago with farther sues at the Univesity of 
Chicago Graduate School of New Jersey Institute of Technology. Kos ita pea 
— Ä—̃ — o 

Christopher and Kirsten. 


Legislative County. 
— Commies, the the Joint Commitee for Pubic schools and le 15 a member of the Marin 
ber King. Comission. Mt. Sankey 


He has been New Jersey’ il fought 
5 The hus dh sponsored Iegdadon to acrem te ——-— in NU and to 
age the enactment of a national Senior Citizens’ Day. He has served as a member of the Democratic 
County for 14 ly ‘Ward Chairman of the 

I . —— aa pei atu to e pean of te 
National Black Caucus of i NBCSL). He I Task Force 
on AIDS as weil as the NBCSL Education Committee. He serves as coordinator for the Greater 
Newarl/irvington YMWCA Youth and Deac Baptist Church 
in Newark. 

Mr. Stanley hi in Public 


from Baruch College. County College 
teaches American Government. As a "servant of the people”, he lives with his lovely wife Debra and three 
children, Camille, Christina and Cathryn. 


VISIONARY ENTREPRENEURS OF THE 21ST CENTURY 


Cynthia L. Felton 


Cynthia Felton is the founder and President of QEM Enterprises, Inc, a Janitorial and Engineering firm which 
has 35 employees. In business since 1991, her ultimate goal is to aid in the economic development and 
VVT 
vocational and technical training and jobs for the continued advancement of all people in need 


Ms. Felton is a loving mother of four small children, Jerome, Bryanna, Brandi and Julius. She finds parenting 
both a blessing and a challenge. She attributes her children's growth and development to raising them under 
the word of God. 


‘As an ordained Missionary, for Divine Touch Ministries, Inc., under the instruction of Pastor Francine White, 
der ining has led her to travel the corridor of the East Coast on the Mission's Field assisting in the Spirimal 

people. Ms. Felton hi challenges whi look at life 
differently. She believes. “Trusting in the Lord with all thy heart and leaning not to her own understanding. 
in all her ways acknowledging Him. He shall direct her paths”. (Proverbs 3:5,6) 


Sharon Giles Alexander 


Sharon Alexander started her career in education as a fifth and sixth grade teacher for the Newark and East 

School Systems. However, in 1977 she was persuaded to leave the school system and join her father 
in the family business as President of E.P.C. international. Currently, she is Vice President of New Day 
Promotions, Inc.. a family owned and operated promotional marketing and consultant company 


Mrs. Alexander's professional affiliations include: New York/New Jersey Minority Purchasing Council 
MBEIC Committee, National Minority Business Council, National Association of Female Executives. Board 
of Trustees Bennett College, West Essex Chamber of Commerce, Secretary and Board Member of Jack and 
Jill of America North Jersey Chapter, Member of The Links, Inc. Essex County Chapter. Major Fund raiscr 
for the United Negro College Fund, 


Mrs, Alexander has been the recipient of numerous awards and honors. She holds a B.S. degree from Morgan 
state University and a Ed M from Rutgers University. She resides in Roseland, New Jerscy with her husband, 
Will, and two teenage sons, Will ill and Jayson. 


Gloria Bryant 

Bryant founded The Writing Company in 1986, on extensive experience as a top-level publie 
n 
temible thing to waste” campaign), Medgar Evers College, Bell Labs, and the Newark School Distnct New 


Jersey's largest, bere she served as its first public relations director 
pul 


Bryant managed the Newark Office of Recycling account that won a 1990 Big Apple Award for 
Marketing Communications from the New York Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America and the 
1994 LEX Award from the Leaders in Environmental Excellence. A short video program produced for the 
account under direction, "Newark: The Global City,” was a finalist in the 1991 Arts & Entertainment Cable 
Network "City Videos" competition. 


As former educator and public relations director, Ms. Bryant has used her lens in formulating Newark 
Reeling Ranger roger. As an sccomplided wir end editor Mi: Bryant has set the edil tone and 
tailored jel ee r her di 


copy 
‘The Writing Company has . Bank. Charen’ Hope of New Jersey. 
Jersey Central Power & Light, the City of Newark, the Alliance of Black Telecommunications Employees. 
Jersey Cty Public Schools, the Newark Housing Authority, and the New York City Police Foundation 


p. 
E 


Visionary Voices of the 21st Century 


Belinda Morton Caraballo 
— ae. 
magazine shows, Epe on LA and Two on e Town 
eee 
— pe 
Shere Calor gren. born in Richmond Virginia ed in Hariom, New York 
Anzella King Nelms 
For the past 
On July 
2 Pror i dis pear, Mr. Nes served 
[^ "Tiene 
ASA, and ASCD. nc She wat 
— wow the 
—.— 
{Eh Nes of Orange, and prandmotero Ee 
Jeannine LaRue 
Jeannine Late 
pation 
She hes 
— 
Ms obtained a BA in English 
Mi 


& 
Scholarship Awards 


Sara Miller 
Professional Scholarship Award 
Sara Miller is a June 2001 graduate of University High School, Newark, NJ graduating with top. 
honors. she was a member of the Future Physicians’ Club, Vice President of the National Honor Society, and a 
member of the Weight Lifing Club, She was selected as an Urban Scholar Who's Who Among American High 
US. —— nd. adan 
Service in the Martial Art. Sara is currently attending 


University, majoring Doctorate 
Branch of a Kung Fu School, and sarng sani Her favorite scripture is, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” Phillippians 4: 


Valarie Louissant 
Business Scholarship Award 


Valarie Louissant is a June 2001 graduate 8 Lf School, Newark, NJ, seeme- 
number one in the class. 
include; UMDNJ Pre-Medical Honors Program, Presser dena 's Institute of Technonoly, a 


Physicians’ Club, National Honor Society, ACT-SO (Afro-Academic, cultural, Te 
Olympics where she was a bronze national medalist. She is a volunteer Acolyte at St Andrew's 
of the Youth Gi S ae es TUNE p eteesiog 


. — in mind what her (arry yourself to your education and 
Never get a divorce. without your education, you will be nobody. . 
Berthony and Marie Louissant. 


Book Scholarship Awards 


Lauren Burke is a June 2001 graduate of Columbia High School Maplewood, Nee Jersey, where 
she ranked in the top 15% of a very competitive class, as well as maintaining a high academic average, 
nineteen courses. ‘She enjoys creative writing and poetry. 
Tames reru, eng WE URPON @ Vighia taper i Pocola 


la Okeowo was cl. of Malcolm S. 
‘Shabazz High School, Newark, New Jersey. teris rp from Sire Nigeria and doin se eel 


asa 
and a W.E.B. DuBois talented Tenth Scholar. . ———̃ va Mar pout 
becomis ‘people, with di 


college and everyone working to help the mother make ends meet. 


Cherise Tidd is a June 2001 graduate of Arts High School, Newark, New Jersey. Cherise is a 
member of the National Honor Society, sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, the Tri-M Music Honor Society, Arts High 
Orchestra, and a member of Agents of Change Youth Ministry. Cherise is currently majoring in 
Biology at Spelman College. She plans to return to her community one day and help those who helped her and 
their. 


'opef. 


